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CORRECTION TAPE DISPENSER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

L Field of the Invention 5 

This invention relates to a correction tape dispenser 
for laying down a strip or band of correction composi- 
tion onto a surface, most usually paper, e.g. to cover 
markings thereon to facilitate the correction of a mis- 
take. 10 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

There are known correction tape dispensers which 
have supply and take-up spools for the tape mounted 
within a case to rotate about parallel axes with the sup- 
ply spool being coupled to drive the take up spool 
through a slipping clutch arrangement. The case may be 
adapted to be held directly in the hand of the user, or it 
may form a cartridge which is inserted into a re-usable 
outer housing. A length of tape extending between the 2Q 
spools is guided to pass out of the casing and around a 
tip having a relatively sharp edge which is used to press 
the tape against the surface onto which the correction 
strip is to be applied. The tape consists of a ribbon, e.g. 
of plastics or paper, on one side of which is carried a 25 
coating of the correction composition, this coating 
being on the outer side of the ribbon when it passes 
around the tip. In use, the device is held in the hand and 
the tip is pressed down onto the paper surface so that its 
edge presses the tape against the surface across the full 30 
width of the tape. The correction composition has an 
adhesive quality and has greater adhesion to the paper 
than its carrier ribbon, so that when the tip is displaced 
across the paper surface in a direction perpendicular to 
the tip edge, the tip slides with respect to the ribbon 35 
causing tape to be drawn of! the supply spool. The 
consequent rotation of the supply spool rotates the take- 
up spool so that a substantially constant tension is main- 
tained in the tape and the take-up spool reels in the spent 
ribbon over which the tip has passed and from which 4$ 
the correction composition coating will have been de- 
posited onto the paper surface. In this way a continuous 
strip of the correction composition is laid down onto 
the paper, this strip having a length according to the 
distance travelled by the dispenser tip. 45 

The known correction tape dispensers operate satis- 
factorily as far as laying down the correction strip is 
concerned. However, they do require some practice to 
ensure that during displacement of the tip its edge is 
applied correctly against the paper. To a large extent 50 
the difficulty of ensuring the correct orientation of the 
tip is due to the device having to be held in an unnatural 
attitude, especially when the spools are arranged with 
their axes parallel to the tip edge. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 55 

The present invention addresses the drawback of the 
prior art devices and provides a correction tape dis- 
penser comprising a tip having an edge for pressing the 
tape against a surface, a portion of tape between supply 60 
and take-up spools being guided to extend around said 
edge, wherein the edge is inclined to the feed direction 
in which the tape is guided to the tip, and the tip in- 
cludes guide means on either side of the edge for redi- 
recting the tape so that the path of the tape around the 65 
edge between the guide means is in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to said edge and inclined to the feed 
direction. 
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The tip employed in the dispenser of the invention 
allows the dispenser to be held in an orientation similar 
to that in which a writing instrument is normally held, 
namely inclined forwardly and downwardly away from 

5 the person using it, preferably at an angle to the paper in 
the range of 45" to 75°. As well as enabling a more 
natural holding position, the dispenser can allow the tip 
to be more readily viewed as the case enclosing the 
spools, and the hand of the user, can be disposed so as 

10 no t to impede the user's sight of the tip. Thus, the con- 
venience of use of the dispenser may be a substantial 
im provement on the prior art devices. The tape guid- 
ance can be simplified by the supply and take-up spools 

15 having their axes perpendicular to a plane containing 
the tip edge and substantially parallel to the feed direc- 
tion. 

The guide means may comprise a linear edge around 
which the tape extends to bend the tape path and simul- 

2Q taneously twist the tape. In one embodiment such linear 
edges are defined on respective sides of the tip by paral- 
lel ridges separated by a slot. Alternatively, the guide 
means on at least one side of the tip may comprise a 
guiide element, e.g. a lateral projection, around which 

25 the: tip passes to define a bend in the tape path. Conve- 
niently, the guide element maintains the tape at the bend 
substantially perpendicular to the tip edge, and the tape 
is twisted longitudinally through substantially 90* be- 
tween the guide element and the tip edge. 

30 To retain the tape in proper cooperation with the tip 
edge, tape retaining means may be provided adjacent 
the edge on one or both sides of the tip. The retaining 
means can be arranged to prevent unintentional disen- 
gagement of the tape from the tip edge by defining with 

35 the tip a substantially closed eye through which the tape 
passes. The tip edge may have extensions to reduce risk 
of the tape becoming displaced over the edge extremi- 
ties. 

A full understanding of the invention will be gained 
40 from the following detailed description of an embodi- 
ment and reference to the accompanying drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

l^IG. 1 is a schematic view of a correction tape dis- 
45 penser in accordance with the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the dispenser in use, 
the casing being shown cut away to reveal the tip mem- 
ber; 

5Q FIG. 3 is a side elevation of the tip member; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevation of the tip member and also 
showing the path of the tape to and from the tip edge; 
FIG. 5 is a front elevation of the tip member; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating the tip region 
5 2 of a modified embodiment of the invention, the housing 
ha>dng been cut away to reveal relevant details of the 
tape feed path; 

FIG. 7 is an elevation showing the internal parts of 
the dispenser of FIG. 6; 
50 HGS. 8 and 9 are views corresponding to FIGS. 6 
and 7, respectively, showing a second modified correc- 
tion tape dispenser according to the invention; 

FIG. 10 is a detailed perspective view of the tip edge 
poition illustrating one form of a tape retention device; 
65 and 

FIGS. 11 to 15 are views similar to FIG. 10 showing 
alternative devices for retaining the tape in correct 
cooperation with the tip edge. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
The correction tape dispenser illustrated in FIGS. 1 
to 5 of the drawings has case 1 in which are housed tape 5 
supply and take-up spools 2 and 3. The spools are rotat- 
able about their respective parallel axes and as well 
known in the art the spools are coupled by a slipping 
drive mechanism (not shown) whereby rotation of the 
supply spool 2 in response to tape 4 being drawn there- 10 
from causes the take-up spool 3 to rotate to reel in the 
tape to prevent the tape becoming slack between the 
spools. The tape itself can be conventional having a 
layer of correction composition coating one side of a 
carrier ribbon. 15 

The case is of generally rectangular configuration 
and is elongated with the spools being displaced relative 
to each other longitudinally of the casing. Mounted in 
the casing and protruding from the forward end thereof 
is a tip member 5, the distal end of which defines an 20 
edge 6 by means of which the tape is pressed against the 
paper surface for transferring a strip of correction com- 
position from the carrier ribbon onto the paper. A 
length of tape extending between the supply and take- 
up spools is guided to pass around the tip edge 6. The 25 
guiding means include tape positioning means provided 
by posts 7, 8, 9 conveniently disposed at the inner or 
proximal end of the tip member, and cooperating to 
define a first slot between posts 7 and 8 for preposition- „ 
ing the tape coming from the supply spool ready for 
delivery in a predetermined feed direction to the tip 10, 
and a second slot between posts 8 and 9 for setting a 
fixed end position for the tape to pass away from the tip 
10 in a predetermined direction parallel to the feed 35 
direction, before moving on towards the take-up spool 
3. In the illustrated embodiment the feed direction is 
substantially parallel to the axis of the case 1, which 
may be desirable, but is not essential 

The tip member 5 is an integral plastics moulding and ^ 
provides a tip 10 with a first portion and a second por- 
tion defining the edge 6 and at an angle to the first 
portion. The first portion comprises guide means in the 
form of two ridges 11, 12 defining parallel rectilinear 
edges inclined to the tape feed direction. A narrow slot 45 
14 is formed between the ridges. The tape being deliv- 
ered from the supply spool 2 and extending between the 
tape positioning posts 7 and 8 enters this slot 14 having 
twisted through 90° in passing from the posts to the tip 
10 so that the coating of correction composition faces 50 
inwardly away from the ridge 11. From the slot 14 the 
tape passes over the edge of ridge 11, from the inside to 
the outside surface thereof, and is thereby redirected to 
extend towards the tip edge 6 in a direction perpendicu- 
lar to that edge. Having passed around the tip edge, 55 
maintaining contact with the tip surface, the tape ex- 
tends perpendicularly to the edge 6 until it reaches the 
edge of the ridge 12 around which it then passes before 
undergoing a 90* twist and passing between the posts 8 
and 10. This path of the tape is clearly depicted in 60 
FIGS. 2 and 4. It will be understood that the correction 
composition coats the outer face of the tape ribbon as it 
approaches the tip edge 6 from the ridge 11. Further- 
more this ribbon face is also directed away from the 
surfaces of the ridge 12 so that there will be no tendency 65 
for the tape to stick to the tip 10 even if there are traces 
of correction composition remaining on the ribbon after 
it has passed around the tip edge. 
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As may be best seen in FIGS. 3 and 5, on either side 
of the tip, adjacent the edge 6, are tape retaining means 
consisting of a pair of protruding guide wings 16 to 
assist in maintaining the tape along the correct path 
5 between the ridges 11, 12 and the edge 6. If required a 
pin 17 may be inserted to extend between the wings on 
one or both sides of the tip to provide a positive reten- 
tion of the tape between the wings. 

It will be appreciated that the geometry of the tip 
30 requires that the angle of inclination y (FIG. 4) of the 
ridge edges to the tip edge direction, i.e. a straight line 
on which the edge lies, is substantially equal to half the 
sum of 90* and the angle of inclination x of the tape feed 
direction to the tip edge direction. As the case 1 (FIG. 
15 1) is elongated in the tape feed direction, the angle x is 
also the "writing angle" of the dispenser, i.e. the angle 
I at which it is held in a downwardly and forwardly 
[ inclined orientation in use. A suitable "writing angle" 
would be in the range of 45* to 75*, preferably about 
20 60*. 

For laying down a strip of correction composition, 
the case of the dispenser may be held comfortably in the 
hand in essentially the same way as a conventional writ- 
ing instrument would be gripped, that is mainly be- 

25 tween the thumb and forefinger. The dispenser is held 
so that the tip edge 6 lies flat against the paper surface 
P, except that the tape 4 is interposed between the tip 
and the paper. The dispenser is then displaced across 
the paper in the lateral direction, normal to the tip edge 

30 iS, as indicated by the arrow in FIG. 2. Under the pres- 
sure exerted through the tip, the correction composition 
adheres to the papers surface and the tip slides along the 
itape ribbon causing fresh tape to be drawn from the 
supply spool 2 and laid down immediately in front of 

35 the moving tip while ribbon over which the tip has 
passed is drawn back into the case 1 and is reeled up 
onto the take-up spool 3, having left the correction 
composition previously carried thereby on the paper. 
Thus, a continuous band of correction composition with 

40 a length corresponding to the distance travelled by the 
tip is laid down without demanding any specific dexter- 
ity on the part of the person using the tape dispenser. 

Alternative embodiments of the invention are shown 
in FIGS. 6 and 7 and FIGS. 8 and 9. Each of these 

45 dispensers is basically similar to the first embodiment 
sind where the same reference numerals have been used 
in the drawings they denote corresponding parts. Each 
modified dispenser includes a case 1 housing tape sup- 
ply and take-up spools 2 and 3, the spools being coupled 

50 by- a slipping clutch mechanism and the tape 4 consist- 
ing of a layer of correction composition coating one 
side of a carrier ribbon. Protruding from a forward end 
of the elongated case is the tip member 5 defining the 
edge 6 used to press the tape against the paper surface 

55 for transferring a strip of correction composition from 
the carrier ribbon onto the paper, a length of tape 4 
extending between the supply and take-up spools being 
guided to pass around the tip edge. The tip member 
includes guide means for redirecting the tape so that the 

60 edge 6 is inclined in the feed direction in which the tape 
travels towards the tip member, and the correction tape 
dispenser has a "writing angle" of 45* to 75*, preferably 
about 60*, to the paper. 

In the dispenser of FIGS. 6 and 7, the tip member is 

65 attached to and conveniently integral with a plastics 
carrier frame which supports the spools 2, 3. The mem- 
ber 5 includes a tip 10 with an edge portion and a guide 
portion which is inclined to the edge portion and is 
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generally L-shaped in cross-section to define a shoulder 
21 at which the guide and edge portions meet Fixed to 
or integral with the guide portion are guide means pro- 
vided by a tape guide peg 22, and by a ridge 12 defining 
a rectilinear edge inclined to the tape feed direction. On 5 
either side of the tip, near the edge 6, tape retaining 
means are provided by a pair of wing projections 16 
spaced apart by a distance equal to the width of the 
tape. The tape 4 passes forwardly from the supply spool 
2 to the peg 22 around which it passes so that the tape 10 
then extends towards the edge 6 in a direction essen- 
tially at 90° to that edge. The tape section between the 
peg 22 and the edge of shoulder 21 is twisted through 
90° about its longitudinal axis. From the shoulder 21, 
the tape passes around the tip edge 6 in a plane substan- 15 
tiaUy perpendicular to the tip edge, and eventually 
reaches the ridge 12 across which it rolls over onto the 
first side of the tip member to pass on towards the take- 
up spool. The wing projections 16 serve to maintain the 
tape in correct alignment with the edge 6. 20 

In the construction illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9, the 
tip member 5 has tape guide means consisting a pair of 
opposed guide pegs 22, 23 on opposite sides thereof, and 
the supply and take-up spools 2,3 are shown mounted to 
face in opposite directions although this is not essential. 25 
The edge portion of the tip is largely similar to that of 
the dispenser of FIGS. 6 and 7, but has a more rounded 
or bulbous form opposite the edge 6. The tape guidance 
is essentially the same on both sides of the tip member 
with the tape being twisted through 90* in passing from 30 
the peg 22 to the edge 6 and being twisted through a 
further 90' between the edge 6 and the peg 23. With the 
guide means provided by the pegs 22, 23, the need for 
tape positioning means is eliminated as the pegs can 
accommodate the changes in tape path due to the tape 35 
diameter on the supply spool reducing, and the tape 
diameter on the take-up spool increasing, as the tape 
becomes used up. 

In use the modified dispensers are held and moved 
across the paper exactly as described above in relation 40 
to the embodiments of FIGS. 1 to 5. The modified tape 
guiding means have the advantage of reducing the area 
of contact between the tape and the tip member so that 
frictional resistance to tape advancement is diminished 
and smooth operation of the correction device thereby 45 
is enhanced. With a view to reducing friction still fur- 
ther the guide pegs could be equipped with or be re- 
placed by rollers. 

FIG. 10 illustrates in more detail the tape retaining 
means associated with the tip edge and consisting of the 50 
wings 16 and pin 17 which together with the tip form an 
eye through which the tape passes. FIG. 11 shows a 
modified construction in which a substantially closed 
eye is defined by retaining means consisting of opposed 
L-shaped projections 30 integral with the tip and be- 55 
tween which a slot 31 is formed to enable the tape to be 
introduced laterally into the eye. FIG. 12 shows an- 
other modification in which the L-shaped projections 
30 overlap, but are displaced along the tip to provide 
the slot 31 for insertion of the tape. In the construction 60 
of FIG. 13, an eye for the tape is defined on each side of 
the tip by retaining part comprising a sleeve 32 sur- 
rounding the tip. The sleeve could be integral with the 
tip or be formed as an extension on the dispenser body 
or case. Preferably, however, the sleeve is a separate 65 
collar which can be pushed over the tip end after the 
tape has been correctly positioned around the tip edge. 
In the further modification of FIG. 14, the tip 10 has an 
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I-shape cross section to locate and positively define the 
eyes with the collar. Finally, in FIG. 15 the tip is 
equipped with extensions 33 to elongate the tip edge 
and reduce the chances of the tape becoming displaced 
5 over an edge extremity in use of the dispenser. 
I claim as my invention: 

1. A correction tape dispenser comprising a tape 
comprising a carrier ribbon with correction composi- 
tion thereon, supply and take-up spools for the tape, a 
10 tip having an edge for pressing the tape against a sur- 
face, a portion of the tape between the supply and take- 
up spools being guided to extend around said edge, 
wherein the edge is inclined to a feed direction which is 
the direction of travel of the tape leaving the supply 
If! spool, and the tip includes guide means on either side of 
the edge which operate in conjunction with the shape of 
the tip for twisting the tape so that the path of the tape 
e around the edge between the guide means is in a plane 
substantially perpendicular to said edge and inclined to 
20 the feed direction. 

I 2. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
J wherein the guide means on at least one side of the edge 
I comprises a linear edge around which the tape passes 
j from one side to the other side thereof. 
25 3. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 2, 

wherein the linear edges are provided on both sides and 

are defined by parallel ridges. 

4. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 3, 
wherein the tape extends to the inner faces of the re- 

i 30 spective ridges from the supply and take-up spools, 
respectively. 

5. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein tape positioning means are provided to deter- 
mine a first fixed position from which the tape passes to 

35 the tip in the feed direction, and a second fixed position 
; to which the tape passes after leaving the tip. 
; 6. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 5 
wherein the tip is provided by a unitary member and 
said tape positioning means are attached to said tip 
40 member. 

7. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein the guide means on at least one side of the tip 
comprises a guide element around which the tape passes 
to define a bend in the tape path. 

45 8. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 7, 
wherein the guide element defines an arcuate surface 
contacted by the tape and the arcuate surface has an axis 
substantially perpendicular to a plane containing the tip 
edge and parallel to the feed direction. 

50 9. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein the guide means on at least one side of the tip 
comprises a guide element, the guide element twists the 
tape substantially through 90° between the feed direc- 
tion and the tip edge. 

55 10. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 9, 
wherein guide elements are provided on both sides of 
the tip. 

11. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein the supply and take-up spools have rotational 

60 axes substantially perpendicular to a plane containing 
the tip edge and parallel to the tape feed direction. 

12. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein the tip edge direction and the feed direction are 
at an angle in the range of about 45* to 75° to each other. 

65 13. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein retaining means are provided adjacent at least 
one side of the tip edge for maintaining the tape in cor- 
rect cooperation with said edge. 
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14. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 

13, wherein the retaining means comprises a pair of 
projections between which the tape passes. 

15. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 

14, wherein an element extends between the projections 5 
to prevent the tape becoming disengaged therefrom. 

16. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 
13, wherein the tape retaining means is arranged to 
define with the tip an eye through which the tape 
passes. 10 

17. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 
16, wherein the retaining means comprises a pair of 
oppositely directed L-shaped projections, a slot being 
formed between the projections to allow the tape to be 
inserted through the eye. 15 
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18. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 
16, wherein the retaining means comprises a part sur- 
rounding the tip to form an eye on either side thereof. 

19. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 
5 18, wherein said retaining part is a collar engaged with 

a push fit over the tip edge. 

20. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
wherein the tip edge is provided with extension por- 
tions to reduce the chances of the tape becoming dis- 

10 placed over an end extremity of the tip edge* 

21. A correction tape dispenser according to claim 1, 
further including a case enclosing the supply and take- 
up spools, the case being elongated substantially in the 
feed direction. 

15 ***** 
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ABSTRACT 

In a correction tape dispenser, wherein a backing ribbon 
carrying a layer of correcting composition is fed from a 
supply spool (2) around the edge (6) of an applicator tip 
(10) used to press the tape against a paper surface (P) to 
transfer the layer of correcting composition onto the 
paper, and back to a take-up spool (3), a tape guide 
system (11,12; 22,23) is provided near the tip to redirect 
the tape, the tip edge (6) being at an angle to the feed 
direction so that the body of the tape dispenser may be 
held in a forwardly and downwardly inclined orienta- 
tion similar to that in which a writing instrument is 
normally held. 
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„ ^ ~_ , ~ Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

JndefthePaper*ort Reduction Art ot' 1 995, no persons are required to respond to « coioctbn of rkxmabon untess I dtspfays a valid OMB control number. 


(REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE ASSIGNEE, page 2) 


Docket Number (Optional) 
PM-421 


The errors described atx>ve arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the applicant. 

I hereby appoint the following attomey(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application and transact 
all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 


Name(s) 

Charles P. Boukus/ Jr. 


Registration Number 

24,754 


Correspondence Address: Direct all communications about the application to: 
□ Customer Number 


Type Customer Number here 


OR 


Place Customer 
Number Bar Code 
Label here 


Firm or 
jx] Individual 
Name 


CHARLES P. BOUKUS , JR. 


Address 


2001 Jefferson Davis Highway 


Address 


Suite 202 


City 

Arlington 

State 

VA 

ZIP 

22202 

Country 

U.S.A. 

Telephone 

703-415-2620 

Fax 

703-415-2622 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine and imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that 
such wiiiful false stateme nts may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issuing 
thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is directed. 


Full name of person signing (given name, family name) 

Donal B. Tobin 


uonax jb. TODin /} 


Residence 

Westwood, Mass. 


Date 


Citizenship 


U.S.A. 


Post Office Address 

55 Forbes Road, Westwood, Mass. 02090 


Page 2 of 2] 


PTO/SB/54 (10-96) 
Approved for use through 6/30/99. OMB 0651-0033 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coftecobn of information untess I cfepiays a vaBd OMB control number. 


REISSUE APPLICATION BY THE ASSIGNEE, 
OFFER TO SURRENDER PATENT 


Docket Number (Optional) 


This is part of the application for a reissue patent based on the original patent identified below. 


Name of Patentee 


Patent Number 


Christopher J . Stevens 


5,393,368 


Title of Invention 


Date Patent Issued 
February 28, 199 5 


Correction Tape Dispenser 


i am the assignee of the entire interest in said original patent 
I offer to surrender said original patent. 
Filed herein is: 

I"! a certified copy of an abstract of title. 

GO an order for a title report. The fee for this order is $ 25 {37 CFR 1 .1 9(b)(4)). 
§TJ A check in the amount of the fee is enclosed. 

□ The Commissioner has already been authorized to change fees in this application 
to a Deposit Account 

IE] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required or 

credit any overpayment to Deposit Account Number 07-1350 . 

I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 


Name of assignee 

The Gillette Company 


Signature? of person signirjj fo 



Date 



Typed or printed name and title of person signing for assignee 

Donal B. Tobin, Patent & Trademark Counsel 


(A Corporate Officer) 


Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 5.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
Individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you ant required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer/Paieni and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 


Primary Examiner 


Docket No. PM-421 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Reissue Application of 

CHRISTOPHER J. STEVENS 

U. S. Patent 5,393,368 

Issued: February 28, 1995 

For: CORRECTION TAPE DISPENSER 

DECLARATION OF PAUL I. DOUGLAS 
I N SUPPORT OF REISSUE APPLICATION 

In support of the present application for reissue of U.S. 
Patent 5,393,368, the undersigned Paul I. Douglas, who is employed 
as a Patent Attorney by The Gillette Company, the patent assignee, 
hereby states as follows: 

(1) An error occurred during the prosecution of U. S. 
Patent 5,393,368 due to the failure of the patentee to file the 
certified copies of two of the three foreign priority applications 
on which right of priority was claimed under 35 U.S.C. §5119 before 
the patent was issued. 

(2) This error occurred in the prosecution of the 
original application Serial No. 08/192,471, filed February 7, 1994, 
in which the attorneys, through no deceptive intent, inadvertently 
filed only one of: three required certified copies of the earlier 
U. K. applications and failed to file certified copies of the two 
other U. K. applications on which priority rights were claimed. 

(3) In a declaration by the inventor, Christopher John 
Stevens, dated January 21, 1994 and filed with U. S. Application 
No. 08/192,471 on February 7, 1994, a claim for priority was made 
under 35 U.S.C. §119 based on U. K. Application 9302589, filed Feb. 
10, 1993 and U. K. Application 9310715, filed May 25, 1993. The 
inventor's declaration did not identify U. K. Application 9401594, 
filed January 27, 1994, because it was signed on January 21, 1994 
before the U. K application was filed. 

(4) In a paper entitled "Certified Copy Of Patent 
Appl icat ion To Acknowledge Claim For Priori ty Under 35 U.S.C. 
§119", filed in U. S. Application No. 08/192,471 on November 21, 
1994, a claim for priority was based on U. K. Patent Application 
9401594, filed January 27, 1994. Due to a clerical error, only a 
certified copy of U. K. Application 9302589 was filed on November 
21, 1994. 


(5) The PTO prosecution file of Stevens U. S. Patent 
5,3 93,368 indicates that a certified copy of the earliest U. K. 
Application 9302589 was filed in U. S. Application No. 08/192,471, 
The certified copy of U. K. Application No. 9302589 bearing a PTO 
mailroom stamp of November 21, 1994 appears in the "368 prosecution 
file. No certified copies of the other U. K. Applications 9310715 
and 9401594 appear in the '368 prosecution file. 

(6) Stevens U. S. Patent 5,393,368 issued on February 
28, 1995 indicating that priority rights were claimed under 35 
U.S.C. §119 based on U. K. Application 9302589, filed Feb. 10, 
1993, and U. K. Application 9310715, filed May 25, 1993. 

(7) On May 9, 1997, Interference No. 103 , 662 was 
declared between U. S. Patent 5,393,368 and a pending application 
of another party. During a review of the PTO prosecution file of 
the '368 patent in the course of work on the interference, Charles 
P. Boukus, Jr., counsel for the patentee in the interference, on 
or about June 2, 1997, discovered that certified copies of U. K. 
Applications 9310715 and 9401594 were missing from the PTO file. 
Shortly thereafter, Mr. Boukus reported to Gillette patent counsel, 
Paul Douglas and Chester Cekala, regarding the two missing U. K. 
priority applications. In a meeting of Messrs. Douglas, Cekala 
and Boukus, on July 22, 1997, it was decided to proceed with a 
reissue application to correct the apparent error in the priority 
claim under 35 U.S.C. §119 by submitting certified copies of the 
U. K. priority applications. 

(8) The undersigned further states that all statements 
made herein of his own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 


September j(j , 1997 



Paul I . Douglas 
Registration No. 31,244 
Patent Attorney 
The Gillette Company 
Prudential Tower Building 
Boston, Mass. 02199-4099 
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